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Administration Will Probably
Urge Poseidon Production,
Pentagon Chief Reports

McNamara’s Call for Improved Offense
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* Penetrating Defenses
—
By ROBERT B, SEMPLE Ju, -
* Special to The New York Times
JOHNSON CrIry, Tex., Nov,
10—Defense Secretary Robert

S. McNamara said today there

was  ‘“considerable evidence”
- that the Soviet Union was build-

ing and deploying an anti-ballis-
tic missile system, brobably re-
quiring  an increase in the
United States® offensive capa-
city,

. The Secretary said that the
Administration would probably
-recommend ' to, Congress that

., the United States begin pro-

. duction and deployment of the
Poseidon missile, a large sub-
marine-launched missile with

- greater power than the Polaris
missile to peénetrate Sophisti-
cated defense systems,

In the past Mr. McNamara
has tolg Congress that the Rus-
sions were developing: a” missile
defense system and wepe exe
pected to deploy it as soon as
it was perfected. His®statement
. today suggests that the John-
son - Administration  believes
" " ~such deployment is now taking’

place. .

. Poscidon Funds Granted

In the defense budget sub-
mitted to Congress last Jan-
vary, ‘Mr, McNamara asked,

- and got, funds o develop the

. Toscidon missile, e has now
. ° ecommended o the President
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- quire almost $2.billion in Fed-
spgral expenditures, He said its

,va'ef;loyment- would cost - “several
.- additional'billions.” .

" 30 Coliteronce in Weel: -
Among other things, deploy-
ment of the ‘Poseidon would
mean complete re-engineering of)|
“thefiring tubes on this coun-
“try's -fleet of Polaris subma-
rines from Wwhich the missiles
would be launched if necessary,

The Sceretary said that this
and. other “refitting” changes
would cost “somewhat in ex-l
cess” of 60 per cent of the initial
cost of the Polaris submarines. |

Mr. McNamara flew to the|
LBJ Ranch this morning to con-i
fer with President Johnson on'
defense and budgetary matters,
This afternoon, he addressed
newsmen in the front yard of
the Johnson home before te-
lurning to the capital,

Today marked Mr, Me-
Namara’s third -extended econ-
ference with the President in
the last weck'in Preparation for
the supplemental military budg-
:t requests for the Present fiscal
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i
“a new missile for deployment
at sea)” TInitial  development
vorle on the missi

fiseal y 1067. Greatly;
nded funds, hewever, would:
uired to produce the mis-
sile and refit the Polaris sub-
marines Lo accommodate it,
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